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Study at 
NAISDA



NAISDA
Introducing

NAISDA is Australia’s leading performing arts training organisation for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander students aged 16 and over (Registered Training Organisation Code 5369).

For 50 years, NAISDA has supported generations of dancers, choreographers, artists, 
cultural leaders and creative professionals to develop their skills, share story and build 
careers across the arts and creative industries.

Combining nationally accredited training, cultural knowledge and practice, and 
professional industry experience, NAISDA offers a learning experience unlike any  
other in Australia.

Whether you dream of performing on stage, working behind the scenes, working in 
community, creating new work, teaching or building a career in the creative industries, 
NAISDA can help you take the next step.

•	 50 years of First Nations dance and performing arts training
•	 Nationally accredited qualifications
•	 Learning embedded with cultural knowledge and practice 
•	 Unique Cultural Residency program
•	 Industry placements and professional hands-on experience
•	 90% course completion rate 
•	 Accommodation and wellbeing support
•	 Subsidised training fees for eligible students
•	 Graduates working across Australia’s leading arts companies and organisations
•	 The only First Nations organisation in the ARTS8 collective – Australia’s eight 

leading performing arts training organisations
•	 Bangarra Dance Theatre traces its beginnings to NAISDA

Why Students Choose NAISDA

Y A D A H  G A Y I - G U  D A R K I N J U N G  N G U R A

Our national campus is located within Mount Penang Parklands 
at Kariong on Darkinjung Country, NSW Central Coast. We’re 
approximately one hour north of Sydney.

Welcome To Darkinjung Country



Industry  
Connections
Industry practice and placement 
opportunities are an important part 
of the NAISDA learning experience.

Students learn from, and work 
alongside, leading artists, companies 
and creative professionals, gaining 
insight into professional creative 
practice and the realities of working 
in the arts sector. These experiences 
help students develop professional 
skills, build industry networks and 
explore career pathways.

Industry partnerships and  
placement opportunities include:
•	 Bangarra Dance Theatre
•	 Sydney Dance Company
•	 NT Dance Company
•	 Karul Projects 
•	 Australian Dance Theatre
•	 Lucy Guerin Inc
•	 Legs On The Wall
•	 Stalker Theatre

Supporting  
the Whole Student
At NAISDA, we recognise the 
importance of connection to 
Country, culture, spirituality,  
family, kinship and community in 
helping students learn and  
achieve their goals.

Our approach is guided by a  
First Nations understanding of 
social and emotional wellbeing, 
creating a culturally safe 
environment that supports personal 
and professional growth.

Professional  
Creative 
Environment
Located on Darkinjung Country, 
NAISDA’s purpose-designed 
campus includes professional 
dance studios, wellbeing centre 
including pilates studio, music 
and Mac labs, a creative incubator 
space, student common areas 
and nhangara barayi, our outdoor 
dancing ground and cultural 
learning space.

Students learn in an environment 
designed specifically for creativity, 
collaboration and exchange.

What Makes  
NAISDA Different?
NAISDA’s unique approach to learning combines rigorous dance and 
performing arts training, skills development, cultural knowledge and 
practice, wellbeing and strong industry connections.
Students learn from qualified trainers and assessors, including former principal dancers, 
choreographers, cultural tutors, production professionals and practising artists from 
Australia and overseas.

Training is delivered full-time, five days a week during term time, preparing students with 
the skills, experience and confidence to pursue careers across the performing arts, live 
production and creative industries.

NAISDA’s course completion rate is 90%, significantly higher than the national VET 
average for comparable programs.

Culture  
at Our Core
Cultural knowledge and practice 
are embedded throughout every 
aspect of NAISDA learning. We 
work in partnership with Cultural 
Tutors and Knowledge Holders 
to deliver Cultural Residency and 
Cultural Repertoire programs that 
connect students with Country, 
community and culture. Learning 
on Country with Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities 
is a core part of the NAISDA 
experience, strengthening  
culture, identity, storytelling  
and creative expression.

Learning  
Beyond the Studio
Students perform, create and learn 
through performance seasons, 
events, festivals, workshops, 
cultural residencies and industry 
experiences. Throughout their 
training, students gain practical 
experience in professional theatre 
and performance environments, 
applying skills in real-world creative 
settings, and building confidence as 
emerging artists and practitioners.

Find out more  
about life at NAISDA 

https://naisda.com.au/life-at-naisda/


What Will I Learn?
NAISDA has two separate training pathways for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students pursuing 
careers in the performing arts and creative industries.

Live 
Production

T R A I N I N G  P A T H W A Y  T W O

Find out more in our 
individual Course 
Fact Sheets

New from 2027, this 12-month qualification 
prepares students for careers in live 
production and technical services.

CUA40425 Certificate IV in Live Production  
and Technical Services

Students develop practical skills in:
•	 Lighting
•	 Sound
•	 Vision
•	 Staging
•	 Stage Management
•	 Production Support

Training includes hands-on experience 
working backstage on productions and events, 
with technical equipment, and alongside 
industry professionals.

2
NAISDA offers four nationally accredited Dance Practice 
qualifications for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students:

10988NAT Certificate III in Dance Practice for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples

11051NAT Certificate IV in Dance Practice for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples

11052NAT Diploma in Dance Practice for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Peoples

11372NAT Advanced Diploma in Professional Dance 
Practice for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples

Students develop skills across a range of dance and  
creative practices including:
•	 Cultural Dance
•	 Contemporary Indigenous Dance
•	 Urban and Hip Hop
•	 Ballet
•	 Choreography
•	 Physical Theatre and Multidisciplinary Practice
•	 Music Production
•	 Dancefilm

On Stage
T R A I N I N G  P A T H W A Y  O N E 1

https://naisda.com.au/learning/course-information/


Where Can  
NAISDA Take Me?

NAISDA in Numbers
Average Course Completion Rate for equivalent 
Vocational Education & Training courses

Accommodation
Moving away from home to study is a big step. NAISDA 
can provide accommodation options and student support 
to help students feel at home and succeed in their training. 
Accommodation is heavily subsidised by NAISDA.

C A M P U S  AC C O M M O DAT I O N
Eight shared student cottages located within the campus 
precinct are available for students aged 18 years and over.

H O M E S TAY  AC C O M M O DAT I O N
Students under 18 years of age, and those who require 
additional support, are accommodated with accredited local 
Homestay providers.

Course Fees and Charges
Course fees are fully subsidised by the NSW Government 
through the Smart and Skilled program for eligible students. 
There are associated individual costs that students and 
their families need to consider including uniforms, travel, 
personal items, food and accommodation.

Supporting Your Success
Social, emotional, physical and cultural wellbeing support 
is tailored to each student’s strengths, goals and learning, 
helping them make the most of their experience at NAISDA.

•	 Social, emotional and cultural wellbeing support
•	 	Physical health and prevention services
•	 	Body conditioning, injury and rehabilitation support
•	 	Financial support through scholarships and bursaries 
•	 	Language, literacy and numeracy support
•	 	Study support and mentoring
•	 	Access to counselling services and external  

healthcare providers 
•	 	Practical workshops and life skills development

Abstudy and Financial Support
ABSTUDY is an Australian Government program that helps 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students with the costs 
of studying and training.

If you are offered a place at NAISDA and meet eligibility 
requirements, ABSTUDY may assist with study-related 
expenses, accommodation, travel and living costs 
throughout your studies.

Students invited to audition may also be eligible for 
assistance with travel and accommodation costs associated 
with attending the audition.

Where Will I Live and  
How Will I Be Supported?

Find out more  
about Course Fees, 
Charges and Abstudy 

Average Student 
Attendance

96%

*For all nationally recognised VET qualifications – NCVER 2025.

National*

Indigenous 
Australians

NAISDA 90%
25%
49%

Student Course 
Completion

90%
Bangarra Dance Theatre 

dancers studied  
at NAISDA

70%

For 50 years, NAISDA graduates have shaped Australia’s 
cultural and creative landscape. Graduates work across 
dance, theatre, music, film, education, live production, 
community arts, cultural leadership and the broader creative 
industries. Bangarra Dance Theatre traces its beginnings to 
NAISDA, and alumni continue to perform, create and lead 
throughout Australia and internationally.

Whether your goal is to perform professionally, teach, create 
new work, share culture in community, work behind the 
scenes, or pursue further study, NAISDA provides the skills, 
networks and experience to help you take the next step.

On the Global Stage
NAISDA students and graduates perform 
at milestone events including:
•	 Olympic Games
•	 Commonwealth Games
•	 Invictus Games
•	 Sydney Festival
•	 VIVID Sydney
•	 Melbourne Festival
•	 Brisbane Festival

https://naisda.com.au/learning/expenses-and-subsidised-costs/


Attend  
an Audition
If shortlisted, you will be invited 
to attend a three-day audition 
experience on Darkinjung Country, 
Kariong NSW.

This is an opportunity to meet 
trainers and students, participate  
in workshops and experience life  
at NAISDA.

You can apply to Centrelink for 
ABSTUDY funding for your audition 
related travel and living costs via the 
Services Australia website.

If you know you are unable to  
attend the NAISDA audition dates, 
submit your application online and 
contact us immediately by phone 
1800 117 116 or email auditions@
naisda.com.au. We can then 
consider making alternative 
arrangements.

Receive  
Your Outcome 
Following auditions, NAISDA’s 
review panel will meet and all 
auditionees will be contacted. 
Successful auditionees will 
receive an offer to study at 
NAISDA next year.

How Do I Apply?
Applying to study at NAISDA is simple.

Apply  
Online
Visit naisda.com.au/apply-
to-naisda, read through the 
Course Information Sheets for 
further information and eligibility 
criteria, and submit your online 
application form.

S T E P S T E P S T E P1 2 3

Ready to Take the Next Step?
naisda.com.au/apply-to-naisda

Key Dates
Applications Close: 
31 August 2026

Auditions: 
28 – 30 September 2026

New NAISDA cohort term 
commences: 
February 2027

Questions?
Have a yarn with the NAISDA team.

Call: 1800 117 116

Phone: (02) 4340 3100

Text: 0473 437 784

Email: auditions@naisda.com.au

Visit: naisda.com.au/apply-to-naisda

mailto:auditions%40naisda.com.au?subject=
mailto:auditions%40naisda.com.au?subject=
https://naisda.com.au/apply-to-naisda/
https://naisda.com.au/apply-to-naisda/
https://naisda.com.au/apply-to-naisda/
mailto:auditions%40naisda.com.au?subject=
https://naisda.com.au/apply-to-naisda/
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NAISDA is a Registered Training Organisation (RTO CODE 5639) and invites applications from Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people aged 16+ years for 10988NAT Certificate III in Dance Practice for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, 11051NAT Certificate IV in Dance Practice for Aboriginal  
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, 11052NAT Diploma of Professional Dance Performance for  
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, 11372NAT Advanced Diploma of Professional Dance 
Performance and CUA40425 Certificate IV in Live Production and Technical Services.

31 The Avenue, Mt Penang Parklands 
Kariong NSW 2250 Australia

Phone (61) 2 4340 3100  
Mobile 0473 437 784
Fax (61) 2 4340 3160
Free call within Australia 1800 117 116
Email auditions@naisda.com.au

www.naisda.com.au
RTO Code: 5639


